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a port of call, even with the greatly enlarged planes now pre-
dicted for the near future. Myitkyina and Maiidalay are ad-
mirably suited as stopping points on a Calcutta-Kunming run.
Should the Burma Road and/or the still incomplete Burma-
Kunming railway line bring more trade to Burma, Rangoon
may have an even larger and more prosperous Chinese com-
munity than before the war. Such a community would be an
important user of the airway, as well as of other means of-
transport between the two countries. For the present, however,
Rangoon is the only large airport equipped to receive four-
engine commercial planes, and it is doubtful if the Burmese
government will feel justified, for some years at any rate, in
spending large sums to render other airfields suitable for
modern traffic.
The skill displayed by Burmese mechanics may aid the de-
velopment of repair and other facilities in Burma. But basically, i
Burma's future as an international air junction will depend
largely upon the amount of business originating in that coun-
try, which in turn will depend largely upon the rapidity and
extent of Burma's economic recovery. The development of
internal feeder lines may be an important factor making for
an increase in the use of foreign lines as well.
Pan American Airways commenced a round-the-world
service in June 1947, but at present its planes hop from Cal-
cutta to Bangkok, without a stop in Burma. They have been
licensed by the Civil Aeronautics Board of the United States
government to stop at Rangoon, however, and permission to
enjoy all five freedoms in Burma has been granted by the
appropriate British and Burmese authorities, so it is not unlikely
that Rangoon will be included in Pan American's itinerary as
soon as traffic demand justifies. Should Pan American's asso-
ciate, China National Aviation Corporation, restore its service
from Chungking to Rangoon, a comecting stop at the latter
airport by Pan American would be expected. Trans-World
Airlines has not extended its service beyond India, but it ha?
been authorized to continue its line as far as Shanghai, with
stop in Burma.